
The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
Luke 16:19-31 

 

Introduction: The Unsavory Doctrine of Hell 

 

The Great Contrast (19-21) 

The Rich Man Living It Up (19; 18:2; Micah 6:6-8) 

    Micah 6:6-8 With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before 
the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a 
year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand 
rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what 
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 

 
Lazarus the Begger (20-21) 

 

The Great Reversal (22-23) 

Lazarus at Abraham’s Bosom (22a) 

 
The Rich Man Tormented in Hell (22b-24; 3:8; Mk. 10:28; 9:43-48) 

   Luke 3:8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these 
stones God can raise up children for Abraham.  
 

   Matthew 10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Rich Man’s Pleas to Abraham (24-31) 

Send Lazarus to Relieve My Suffering (24-26; Luke 6:20-26) 

   Luke 6:20-26 Looking at his disciples, he said: "Blessed are you who are 
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for 
you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 
Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and 
reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 23 "Rejoice in that day and 
leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their 
fathers treated the prophets. 24 "But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you 
will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 
Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers 
treated the false prophets. 

 

 

 

Send Lazarus to My Brothers (27-29; John 12:9-11) 

   John 12:9-11 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there 
and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on 
account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith 
in him.  

 

Send Someone from the Dead (30-31) 

 

 

Conclusion: Listen to the Word of God 

 

 


